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TRAIN �"Drops Of Jupiter (Tell Me)" �If you've heard Train's "Drops Of Jupiter (Tell Me)" and wondered what a two-guitar band is doing with a hit single driven by piano and an orchestra, you're not alone. Train guitarists Rob Hotchkiss and Jimmy Stafford had the same initial reaction. �"The first time I heard the mix, I went, 'Holy Shit! What happened to our guitars?'" says Stafford, whose electric guitar work can be heard on the song's second half. "Rob and I got on the phone and talked about how much we hated it. It was like, 'Where's your guitar? Where's mine?'" �In fact, a special rock radio remix of the song places strings in the background and brings the guitars to the fore -- proof that Stafford and Hotchkiss do indeed play on the song. But even the orchestrated version of the song has more acoustic guitar on it than one might initially think. �"It's a backbone thing," says Hotchkiss. "The ordinary listener might not recognize it, but if it was taken away it would be noticeable that something's missing." �As subtle as the guitarists' contributions sound on "Drops of Jupiter," the bulk of the new record, Drops of Jupiter (Columbia), is at least as guitar-driven as Train's 1998 self-titled debut, the album that spawned the late-blooming "Meet Virginia." But while it took two years of hardcore touring before that album went gold, incessant pre-release radioplay helped Drops of Jupiter hit that same plateau in just three weeks. �"We're on the tour bus all day, so the only way we can notice is that the shows are packed and more people seem to know the words to more of the songs," says Hotchkiss. "It's weird not being the underdog. We worked hard for people to notice us, but we definitely get the feeling this is a different ballgame."





