Meet Train�An Interview with�Guitarist Rob Hotchkiss���First Appeared in The Music Box, June 1999, Volume 6,�#6���Written by John Metzger���Train is a band that's poised for success, and when�they make it, I can assure you it's going to be big --�not that they haven't already done well. Over the�course of last year, the band saw sales of their debut�album increase more than 300% over its first week on�the market. The group reached #11 on Billboard's�Mainstream Rock chart and #3 on Billboard's Heritage�Rock chart with their hit single Free, and just a few�weeks ago their new single Meet Virginia began to hit�the airwaves.��Train officially formed in 1994, though the musicians,�like many bands, had known each other and performed�together much earlier. Jimmy Stafford, Rob Hotchkiss,�and Charlie Colin had been performing in Los Angeles�in a band called The Apostles when Hotchkiss met Pat�Monahan. Said Hotchkiss, "Pat and I met each other in�Los Angeles, though we were in different bands. When�The Apostles split up, we decided to move to San�Francisco and start a new project."��Monahan and Hotchkiss spent time as an acoustic duo�performing in the various cafés and coffeehouses�around their new home. Their real goal though was to�form a full band, and it was only a matter of time�before they called in Stafford and Colin. It was Colin�who brought drummer Scott Underwood to the band, and�Train was born.��Over the next two years, the group refined their sound�through countless performances throughout San�Francisco, and in July 1996, the band began to work on�their first album. The group, along with close friend�Curtis Mathewson, assembled in a recording studio�Mathewson had built above his mother's garage on�Southern California's Harbor Island. The budget was�tight, and the band worked 14 hours a day, seven days�a week through July and August, paying close attention�to detail as they captured the music for their album.��In September, the group traveled back to San�Francisco, where additional recording was done,�including a full day session with Counting Crows'�keyboardist Charlie Gillingham. In addition, Train�also hired Counting Crows' guitarist David Bryson to�mix the album.��"Dave and I were roommates at Berkeley and had worked�together for years," said Hotchkiss. "Dave is a very�talented producer and had a producer's career in the�bag [before meeting Counting Crows' singer Adam�Duritz]."��Hotchkiss continued, "We were actually performing at�the Fillmore with the Counting Crows one night, and�Dave went up to Jimmy and asked if we had found a�mixer for our album. When Jimmy told him we hadn't,�Dave said, ‘I think you're looking at him.' He�volunteered to do it, and we're really lucky that he�did."��The album was independently released in December 1996�and re-released nationally through Columbia/Aware�Records in February 1998. Train's self-titled debut is�packed with infectious melodies and gripping, yet�radio-friendly, roots rock anthems. In fact, Train has�done the seemingly impossible -- balanced commercial�viability with artistic integrity. Each song is�immediately comfortable and familiar, yet there seems�to be more to discover on each additional listening.��Since the album's release, the band has been touring�relentlessly, and last year, they criss-crossed the�country countless times in order to perform more than�200 concerts. It's was a grueling schedule, and it is�one that the band will no doubt keep for the�forseeable future. Fortunately, the band truly loves�to perform and meet their fans. Said Hotchkiss,�"[Performing] live is a very important part of what we�do. Every night is fresh. You're playing in front of a�different crowd, it's a different night, and it's a�different scenario. For us, we don't have to try to�keep it fresh, it really just kind of stays fresh."��All of Train's hard work has functioned to build their�fan base and begin to achieve success. For example,�from November to April, the band moved from performing�at Chicago's Martyr's to the city's Metro, a venue�that is nearly three times the size and holds more�than 1,100 people. It's a hard boundary for young�bands to break, yet the place was nearly filled to�capacity. ��Amazingly, the band has been modest and somewhat�hesitant to call this success. They have a�down-to-earth spirit and even took time to meet with�fans in the front hallway after their show at Metro --�something many bands fail to do once they move to this�level. Train seems to have as much respect for their�fans as their fans do for them. Said Hotchkiss, "The�success that you call it has come really gradually. We�feel like we've just been out there kind of in the�trenches, working really hard and building up our fan�base almost person by person. So for us, if it is�success, we don't really see it. Maybe we're the only�ones who don't, because we're still traveling in this�van trying to win more fans."��The band has recently begun to film their first video,�which will feature the new single Meet Virginia.�Explained Hotchkiss, "We have a script or at least a�treatment that we really like. Loosely it's going to�be kind of a diner thing with a waitress who will play�the role of Virginia. I think we'll be playing music�in a back room or something like that. Other than that�it's pretty vague at this point. We've never done it�before so we'll have to see how it goes."��Even as momentum is building behind their debut, Train�has already begun writing songs for their next album.�In fact, more than 40 songs have already been written.��"It's kind of bittersweet," said Hotchkiss. "We keep�working this album for all the right reasons but we're�dying to get in to make another one. The earliest time�frame would be the Christmas holidays, [but] it could�be longer than that. Ironically for us, this record�is, in anybody else's eyes, just starting to take off.�If it is, we'll go out and work it for as long as we�have to. We know we're touring at least through the�Summer and probably through the Fall as well."��"Songwriting has evolved, [and] it's getting more and�more to the point where everyone is going to have an�even share with it," continued Hotchkiss. "It started�off [as] me and Pat, [but now] Jimmy, Scott and�Charlie are more involved. Music always comes first in�this band, and more and more it's us playing together�and coming up with it spontaneously. Pat does all the�lyrics, [so] we'll come up with a piece of music, and�he'll take it home and finish it off."��"One thing I've come across in being in this band is�that no one has been able to really pigeon hole us,�which I'm really pretty proud of," Hotchkiss added.�"You hear all these influences and it really reflects�the fact that right now, sitting in this van,�everyone's got their headphones on and they're�listening to completely different music. I imagine�there would be more diversity [on the next album]."��In these days of mass-produced, generic rock and roll�and out-of-touch, ego-ridden bands, it's refreshing to�see a group as talented and fan-friendly as Train.�They truly know the importance of building a�relationship with their fans, as well as the necessity�of strong songwriting. In addition, their live�performances more than live up to the expectations�developed by their studio output. It's rare to find�even one of these traits in a group, and it's�genuinely remarkable to find them all in the same�place. Train is a group with great expectations that�are destined to come true.��*******************************************************��Carrying Freight��Train's musical cargo runs�from rock and pop to folk ��By Nicky Baxter ���Train's Pat Monahan has just finished up a phone�interview with the San Francisco Examiner, and now�it's Metro's turn, but he's quick to point out that he�hasn't done that many. With a CD release set to�coincide with a round of club and small-hall dates,�including San Francisco's Fillmore, chances are�Monahan and his mates will have ample opportunities to�parry with the press.��But right now, Monahan, Train's lead singer, sounds�diffident. Forty-five minutes later, he's raving about�Ben Harper and Grant Lee Buffalo and quizzing the me�about my album collection. He's a quick learner.��There's virtually nothing alternative about Train�(Monahan; guitarist and vocalist Rob Hotchkiss; lead�guitarist/vocalist and mandolinist Jimmy Stafford;�bassist Charlie Colin; drummer Scott Underwood).�Rather, the band's musical lineage extends much�farther back than what's buzzing around MTV's video�bins.��"Our group listens to a wide range of music," Monahan�reports. "I've always like Led Zeppelin; Rob is crazy�for the Beatles; Jimmy likes the Beatles and Led�Zeppelin; and Charlie and Scott are into jazz." Not�that the band is irrevocably stuck in reverse; Train�listens to Toad the Wet Sprocket and other indie-rock�acts.��Surprisingly, Monahan doesn't mention the folk and�country-rock influences that are so plainly evident on�the band's demo from earlier this year, Train--Ltd.,�and the soon-to-be released CD. Despite the group's�often exercised right to rock-out, Train has as much�in common with '70s outfits like Poco, the Flying�Burrito Brothers and early Eagles than with Alice in�Chains or even Stone Temple Pilots.��The citybilly stomp of "Free" and "Meet Virginia"�delivers a fair share of Southern comfort, but on�"Train," the five musicians head north to crank out�some urban caterwaul. Wah-wah pedal guitar, chugging�rhythm and a compressed Monahan vocal inject an�impalpable sense of desperation. "Days" is one of the�group's most compelling tracks, alternating between�quiet lyricism and brain-rattling rock.��Listening to tracks like "Days," or even the�country-rocker "Free," its hard to believe that�Monahan and Hotchkiss, the band's nucleus, started out�as a folk duo. "Rob and I started playing coffeehouses�around San Francisco and Marin about two years ago,"�Monahan explains. "I had met him in LA before that.�Initially, we were folk-oriented, but as time went on,�we began to be a little more edge-y."��Much of that edginess can be attributed to the�addition of electric guitarist Stafford and a rhythm�section well versed in Dixie shuffles and�wrecking-ball rock alike.��That versatility is Train's greatest strength--plus�some solid tunesmithing and Monahan's chameleonlike�vocals. Compare the good ol' boy bravado he employs on�"Free" to the fey Brit-pop quavering on "Eggplant." At�this stage of the game, Train is still in the process�of discovering its own voice. Says Monahan: "The more�we grow, the more we'll sound like us. That takes�time."��*******************************************************��The Little Engine That Could : 03.08.00 ���by: Aidin Vaziri, cdnow.com ��-------------------------------------------------------�Sure, Train may be all over the radio and VH1 these�days with the singles "Meet Virginia" and "I Am," but�let us not forget that it has been a slow ride to the�top for the San Francisco quintet. Since funding its�self-titled debut with borrowed money three years ago,�the earnest college rock band has toured incessantly,�built up a grassroots following one city at a time,�and gracefully navigated through rough industry�waters. Even after Columbia stepped in and offered to�give the album a major label push (after initially�passing on it), success seemed uncertain. ��"I think when we first signed to Columbia the plan was�to try to sell 10,000 records, because we had already�sold a few thousand in the Bay Area," singer Pat�Monahan recalls. "But then it just started to get more�and more crazy -- and then it really got nuts." So�nuts, in fact, that the record is on its way to�reaching platinum sales. "That's really a far�stretch." ��The full impact of that achievement has yet to sink in�with the band -- which also includes guitarists Rob�Hotchkiss and Jimmy Stafford, bassist Charlie Colin,�and drummer Scott Underwood. Lodged in a plush�Northern California studio where they are currently�working on the follow-up, the members of Train have�other matters on their minds. ��"After two years of touring, we're giving ourselves a�chance to write and finish some things," Monahan says.�Hotchkiss agrees, "Now that we've had five years to�work together, we know each other a lot better, and we�know each other's writing a lot better. We're always�evolving and we never know what the end result will�be." ��A recent article in Spin made light of the band's�tireless work ethic. It's understandable. Any group of�guys who has struggled as long and hard as Train would�typically be enjoying the perks of their celebrity at�this point. But for Monahan, who has two kids, the�rock-and-roll lifestyle holds no appeal. ��"I spent years of my life drunk," the former heavy�metal singer says. "I had my fill of it. I had to make�a decision: Am I going to be this rock guy who parties�all the time, or am I going to be a good dad? That was�the choice I made. I stopped trying to be a genius and�started working hard. I think it's hard work that pays�off for people, not genius." 





