They Don't Ride The Tracks...�They Make Them:�Train


By: Jason M Burns


They could have been dismissed as a one hit wonder, but Train rose above the sophomore jinx to release "Drops of Jupiter" and a single with legs by the same name. Their time has come and with their poppy rock sound in tow, they are carving themselves out one memorable summer as the opening act on the Matchbox 20 tour.


We all first caught wind of Train with the radio fav "Meet Virginia." The song became a success but the band still teetered on obscurity. It became the, "What's the name of the band that sings that song" song of its time period. But, things have changed. The band is no longer "NOT" a household name and now when someone lips the words "Train", they're not asking for a schedule into the city.


I had a chance to sit down with guitarist Rob Hotchkiss prior to the band hitting the road.


JB: Do you feel that the majority of the people expected you to come out with the second release and fall flat on your faces?�RH: I don' t know. We really, personally ignored all of that. We didn't think about it. We were just excited to get in and record. We spent a total of about three years touring that first record. It was really gradual. And all of that stuff about the "sophomore jinx"…we just didn't think about it. What other people expected, I can't say. I guess most bands do fail on their second release but we just always wanted to one up ourselves. That's all we concentrated on.�JB: And in a way you certainly did one up yourselves because Drops of Jupiter has become more successful than Meet Virginia has.�RH: Yeah, in like 1/10 the amount of time.�JB: Do you feel that the success of a single like Meet Virginia becomes bigger than the band to the point where people will know the lyrics of the song, but not know the name of the band that wrote it?�RH: At that point yes. Nobody knew who Train was and we'd say, "Oh we did that song." Then we'd get, "Oh yeah, you guys are that band." I think Drops of Jupiter has hopefully put that behind us. I think people know who Train is now.


JB: What were the initial plans when the band first got together. Was there a goal set?�RH: I think we all had a basic goal. We wouldn't have been doing it if we didn't think we could make it…big. We all had that dream since we were kids. But, we didn't focus on that as a band. We focused on playing every show we could get our hands on. It wasn't about making a demo and beating the industry's door down to see if somebody would sign us. It was, "Let's go out and create a buzz around town." And in fact, that first record we made ourselves. We didn't have a deal. We didn't wait for someone to sign us. We just borrowed money from our dad's and a couple of friends. Our plan has always kind of been, "Do the work and things will come."�JB: Touring off of the same record for three years meant playing the same songs over and over again. But, as things started to take off did the songs begin to seem new to you seeing everyone else was hearing them for the first time?�RH: In a sense. People ask us, " Do you get tired of playing those same old songs?" And we never did because every show is different. You might be playing the same songs but you're in front of a whole new crowd and the buzz is different. For us, up until now it kept getting better. We started off by playing in front of five people a lot of nights, lugging our own gear and driving our own van.�JB: Playing in front of the sound guy and the bartenders.�RH: Exactly…the bartenders. So, it's got better and better.�JB: I'm looking at all of these charts where the album is ranked…Modern Adult, Mainstream Rock, Heritage Rock. Do you personally pay any attention to any of this?�RH: A little bit. We know that we've been selling a lot of records every week and that feels good. It's exciting to have a Top 5 song or whatever it is. So, we do a little bit but we certainly don't dwell on it. Plus, we've been in Europe for the past month so we don't really know what's been going on. (Laughter)�JB: How has the response been in Europe?�RH: It was great. It was a little bit of starting over again but I don't think as bad as we expected it to be.�JB: How about in Australia?�RH: It's our second time there…and you can feel it. We've kind of broken through.�JB: How would you say critics and the media have approached the band?�RH: At first it was a little slow but like in the last week there were three great articles. So, it's kind of picking up. I think we're making believers of the media.�JB: How often do you guys get the train references in the media like, "The little engine that could?" 


RH: Oh yeah. You have them all. There is a lot of that at first. Now it's, "Bound for Glory" or the "Train Keeps A Rollin'." 


It really is a band name that every editor would love to have as a feature. There are so many headlines to use. "Next Stop…Fame!" "Woo Woo, Train Pulls into the Station." I could go on all day.


JB: At what point did you guys realize success was possible?�RH: I think we realized when we were kids. Somehow naively every one of us just thought the music was something we were going to be really successful at. But, as far as "Was there a moment?" I don't really think so. It's been very gradual. If anything…our producer called each of us the week that our record came out and said, "You guys just sold 81,000 records this week." For us, that was like, "What the hell!" It took us three years to go platinum the first time. And to realize we debuted at number 6 was mind-blowing.�JB: I recently saw you on The Tonight Show. Do you see a rise in album sales after doing something like that?�RH: You know, it's weird. You really, kind of don't! I wondered about that and I really never noticed that happening. The key to our success must be from word of mouth and I think the really solid foundation we built through touring so hard.�JB: You used to front a band of your own. Do you think you'd be able to handle everything that goes along with being the frontman in a band that finds commercial success?�RH: I could handle it, but better him than me. It really suits his personality more and it's probably the reason that I took a step back. I'm not as comfortable being the focus. He'll go out and sign autographs for two hours after a show. I want to go back to my hotel room and I can for the most part. He gets recognized all of the time, which some of the times could be fun…but probably more times for me, I'd rather blend in.�JB: What was the biggest misconception you thought you knew about the music industry?�RH: I would say none of us realized how hard touring was. Your goal as a kid is, "I want to go on tour." You had these visions of after show parties, chicks and this and that. But, more often than not you play a show, do whatever you have to afterwards, get to bed by 2:30 or 3:00 and then a lot of the times you have to wake up by 6:30 in the morning to go do radio. So, they beat you up and I think we all realized pretty early on that you're not going to party every night because it will just tear you up. It's really mostly work.


JB: How high on the "good factor" does looking out over a crowd and seeing them sing the lyrics that you wrote rank?�RH: It's a really good feeling. That's probably the best feeling.�JB: Are you continuously surprised by what happens at your shows as far as fan response?�RH: I don't know about surprised. To a certain degree you get used to it. If anything I think we step back every once in awhile and say, "You know, we just played in front of 70,000 people." It seems like it wasn't a big deal but it is a big deal. You have to step back and pinch yourself every now and then and go, "Man, we've gotten used to this." But, if you had told me two years ago that we would have done this, I would have fallen over on the first chord looking out over all of those people.�JB: So how would you say you stay grounded through all of this?�RH: For me it's just natural. I just don't get caught up in it. I think as a band, maybe as long as you keep your priorities straight. Our priorities are ultimately creative and we're about the music and not about image. As much as some of us might have…when we were kids, been after the fame aspect of it, I think now it's more of "We want to be a great Rock band." We want to be the band that in 10, 20, or 30 years from now had become one of the important bands. So, I think if those are your priorities, you don't really have to work to stay grounded.�JB: Whose career would you most like to see Train's following?�RH: That would depend on each guy that you ask. I like some of the bands that have eventually toured less and made more records. The downside of what we're doing is that we're making a record about every three years. The Beatles seemed to somehow make a record every year, at least in the early stages. A band like REM seems to have a balance, which is more focused on the creative side rather than the touring side.�JB: Is it weird knowing that the songs you write could be the songs that couples declare as "Their song?"�RH: (Laughter) I could see that, but more for me it's like when bands cover it. We meet some guy and he'll say, "Man, we do your song…we play Meet Virginia." I'm dying to hear a version of our song by one of these bands. Because as kids, that's how you learned everything you did in music. You sat there and you were in a cover band and learned Beatles songs or BTO…whatever. And to think there are kids sitting there trying to figure out my part on Meet Virginia is really cool.�JB: Yeah, having them trying to decipher your parts just by ear.�RH: Yeah! "What was he doing there?" That's what inspires me. I like thinking that maybe for some kid we are what the Beatles were to me. And that is that band that made them say, "You know what…I want to be a musician."


JB: Have you had people approach you saying that?�RH Oh, yeah. We've had lots of that. And it's been really cool. But, I've still never heard a version of any of the songs these bands cover.�JB: You guys are set to go on Howard Stern. What are you expecting out of that?�RH: I have no idea. (Laughter) Like naked chicks and debauchery. We'll see?�JB: If you guys were forced to cover one 80's Metal song, what would it be?�RH: An 80's metal song? Would AC/DC count?�JB: Oh yeah.�RH: They're one of those bands that were somehow cool and they remained cool. There's something real about those guys. They're image is maybe truly what they are. All of us are AC/DC fans but I don't think any of us are Warrant fans.


I'd like it to be known to Jani Lane and the rest of the boys that the opinions expressed by Rob in regards to Warrant are not those of the magazine. We can say that because we too are "Down Boys" who often visit Uncle Tom at his cabin where we go fishing and have a slice of "Cherry Pie." And you know what…it's "Heaven."





